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Special Instructions for 
Submitting Platinum 10th 
Anniversary Eagles to NGC 

Posted on 12/12/2007 


In celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the Platinum American Eagle Bullion 
Program, the U.S. Mint is issuing a limited edition two-coin commemorative set. 


In celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the Platinum American Eagle Bullion Program, the US Mint is 
issuing a special commemorative set. The Mint will be selling a limited edition two-coin platinum set. This 
set includes a proof 2007 W $50 Platinum American Eagle and, for the first time in the history of the program, 
a reverse proof 2007 W $50 Platinum American Eagle. 


Coins from these sets will be pedigreed as EAGLE 10TH ANNIVERSARY. A special NGC commemorative 
label will also be available. Because the regular proof version of this coin is available individually from the US 
Mint, special instructions must be followed in order for coins to qualify for this pedigree. Coins must remain in 
the sealed shipping boxes used by the US Mint , and the entire unopened package must be forwarded on to 
NGC for certification. NGC must open these boxes in order for the coins to qualify for the EAGLE 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY. The reverse proof version does not require this special handling, and will be eligible for the 
EAGLE 10TH ANNIVERSARY label and pedigree even if submitted without its original packaging. 


US Mint coin boxes and certificates will be returned to the submitters. Note that the Mint’s shipping boxes are 
not returned. 


Additionally, these coins must be submitted using the Modern Special Tier or higher level service, and 
submitters requesting this designation and special label must submit these coins on their own submission 
invoice. The five coin minimum for Modern Special Tier will be waived for submissions of Platinum 10th 
Anniversary Eagles, and the 10th Anniversary coins cannot be mixed with other coins to qualify for this 
pedigree. 
















Submissions of Platinum 10th Anniversary Eagles must be sent to the NGC offices in Sarasota, FL. 
Due to the special handling requirements, NGC will not accept submissions of these sets at trade 
shows. 


Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at service@ngccoin.com or 1-800-NGC-COIN. 


Frequently Asked Questions 

Is the special label available for both single coin holder and multi-coin 
holder? 


Yes. NGC offers the EAGLE 10TH ANNIVERSARY label for both the single coin 
and multi-coin holder formats so that both coins can be encapsulated in a single 
holder. 

Important Note: Both coins must qualify for the EAGLE 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
designation to be eligible for special label and pedigree in the multi-coin holder. 
Coins submitted to NGC in open boxes are not eligible for the multi-coin holder. 


Are Platinum 10th Anniversary Eagles eligible for the Early Releases 
designation? 


No. The only applicable designation for these coins is EAGLE 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY. 













What is a reverse proof? 


According to the US Mint website, the “reverse proof version of the American 
Eagle Platinum Coin features a frosted background and an enhanced brilliant, 
mirror-like finish on the raised elements of the coin. This is an enhanced reverse 
proof version because it is not an exact opposite polish of the regular proof 
version. The design elements on the enhanced reverse proof platinum coin were 
strategically selected to feature the proof, mirror-like finish in contrast to frosted 
background design elements to enhance the entire image.” 


What designs were selected for the Platinum 10th Anniversary American 
Eagles? 


On its website, the US Mint describes these coins as follows: 

"Since its debut in 1997, the United States Mint's American Eagle Platinum 
Proof Coin has featured on the obverse Lady Liberty, a symbol of vigilance and 
resolute faithfulness to duty. The reverse of the 2007 American Eagle Platinum 
Coin represents the Executive Branch of the government and depicts a bald 
eagle with its wings spread wide to represent freedom with a shield at the ready 
to enforce the laws that guarantee those freedoms. The coins have the 
inscriptions of the denominations, the weight of the platinum content, the year of 
minting or issuance, the words ‘Liberty,’ ‘In God We Trust,’ ‘United States of 
America,’ and ‘E Pluribus Unum,’ and feature a reeded edge." 
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Learning from the Simpson 
Collection 


Posted on 12/17/2007 


Last month’s 30+ million dollar sale of the Simpson Collection of Pattern Coinage 
was a historic transaction that numismatists will be studying for years. Find out 
what it teaches us about building a great coin collection. 
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When first reported, last month's 
$30+ million sale of pattern coins 
was certainly newsworthy. It is 
the largest single private treaty 
rare coin transaction to date. For 
many collectors, pattern coins 
typically fall outside the 
mainstream of US numismatics. 

They are, however, always 

lauded for their beauty and rarity. But this sale is even more special 
because of how long it has been since there was a similar transaction 
of pattern coins to which it can be compared. 



click image to enlarge 


In fact, one must go back nearly 100 years to uncover a similar sale of 
pattern coins, which, as it turns out, is one of numismatics' most 
storied transactions. In 1909, prominent collector William H. Woodin 
purchased two $50 Half Union patterns struck in gold for a then 
unprecedented sum of $20,000. The seller was the former coiner and 
superintendent of the Philadelphia Mint, Col. A Loudon Snowden. 
Some controversy surrounded the private ownership of these coins, 
which were unique and now the world's most valuable. Mint Director 
A. Piatt Andrew wanted the coins returned to the Mint's collection. 


To reacquire the coins, the Mint offered Woodin two large cases filled 
with pattern coins in exchange. At that time, many patterns were sold 








by the Mint for double face value, and one can easily see how a 
transaction of this magnitude could have included thousands of coins. 
He accepted and thereby acquired the largest and most 
comprehensive collection of pattern coins of its day. The Mint 
subsequently destroyed the dies and hubs for the production of 
pattern coins so that no more could be produced, freezing their 
mintages and making Woodin's acquisition all the more significant. 

Now, a century later, astonishingly, we happen across a similar 
collection of pattern coins. NCS was selected to review the collection 
for conservation, and NGC was chosen to grade and certify the 
collection in its entirety. For the professional graders at NGC, this 
comprehensive evaluation led to one overwhelming insight: The 
Simpson Collection of Pattern Coinage presents an incredible learning 
opportunity for numismatists. One reason for this is very obvious: the 
collection is the most complete assembled in decades. The sheer 
number and diversity of pieces allows for comprehensive study of 
pattern coinage, an opportunity not available since the early 1960's. 
This type of study will be conducted over many years to come. 

"This collection was exhilarating to view and grade," comments Mark 
Salzberg, Chairman, Certified Collectibles Group. "Every coin told a 
new story of what coinage could have been. It's a thrill that Mr. 
Simpson has given NCS and NGC the task and tremendous 
responsibility to preserve and display this historical collection for the 
betterment of the hobby." 

Salzberg continues: "Beyond the pleasure of examining these coins, 
from the perspective of a certification company, working with a 
collection of this scope is monumental. A basic tenet of grading is that 
one needs to have a frame of reference, meaning you need to see the 
very best in order to rank everything else. Well, now my frame of 
reference has been recalibrated. I have seen the very best collection 
in terms of eye appeal, grade and rarity. This is a valuable reference 
for NGC." 

Even from this first look, we can garner universal and valuable lessons 
for collectors, even if they are very general. In this case, we can 
discern clear rules about how a collector pursues his passion and 
builds his collection. With Mr. Simpson we see a very deliberate 
collector who operates by observing a fundamental set of ground 
rules. He possesses a vision of what a collection should be, and he 



replicates this vision by seeking out specific pieces in the marketplace. 
The vision of a collector, we concluded, is ultimately more important 
than his resources. 


Three Keys to Building a Great Collection 

1. Work with a trusted advisor, mentor, or group of advisors to 
give you a sounding board to review purchases, expand your 
knowledge and stay focused. 

2. Develop firm rules and structure for your collection. Buy coins 
that show off your preferences. 

3. Have an end goal that you seek to accomplish with your 
complete collection which gives it purpose. 


The formation of any great collection begins with the same critical step 
—working with a trusted advisor or advisors. Regardless of a 
collectors experience or budget, this should be the foundation of his 
collecting. An advisor may take the form of a dealer or a fellow 
collector, a friend at a coin club or a numismatic author. Most 
collectors strike out on their own to build their collections, which leads 
either to a number of costly mistakes or a hodgepodge of randomly 
assembled coins that only roughly form a collection. The advisor need 
not be limited to one person, but can take the form of several dealers 
or experts in particular area of numismatics. 

To fulfill this criterion, Mr. Simpson works closely with Laura Sperber 
and George Huang of Legend Numismatics. Together they developed 
a framework for his collection and acted as a sounding board for his 
purchases and values. Working with full-time dealers also gave him 
access to material that might otherwise never have come to his 
attention. 

The second critical element, which is abundantly clear in the Simpson 
Collection, is to develop a concrete framework for the collection. This 
is where a collector's personal preferences shine. Whatever you like, 
whatever is important to you, can be the foundation of these rules. 
More than anything, it should be clear that your purchasing decisions 
conform to these rules. When people look at your collection, they 
should see the active participation of the collector. Your likes, dislikes, 
preferences and personality should be obvious. When a collector 
establishes a core set of principles to guide his purchasing decisions, 




he makes a critical leap. This is the move to becoming an advanced 
collector. 

Mr. Simpson's rules are rigid. He seeks to fulfill three important 
criteria. First, a collection must be complete. When Mr. Simpson sets 
out to assemble a collection, he strives to complete it. It is a 
commitment to a long term goal, as in areas such as pattern coinage, 
this can involve a wait for a single specimen tied up in a collector's 
hands. 





click image to enlarge 


Second, Mr. Simpson seeks to 
find coins with extraordinary eye 
appeal. For him, this includes 
coins with both vibrant toning 
and, for proof coinage, highly 
contrasted Cameo and Ultra 
Cameo devices. The NGC Star 
designation is a useful tool to 
determine if a coin might meet 

his criteria, as these coins have been determined by the NGC graders 
to exhibit exceptional eye appeal. NCS conservation may also play a 
role when collecting proof coinage, as removal of surface 
contaminants such as dirt, grease, and PVC will often reveal a coin 
having stronger and deeper contrast. NGC's strict requirements for the 
Ultra Cameo designation also serve to identify an acquisition 
candidate for Mr. Simpson. Uniformity is also a consideration, as some 
pieces by nature of grade or designation attributes "just go together," 
and this means that high grade or otherwise exceptional specimens 
become duplicates. 


The third element that a coin must possess to be considered by Mr. 
Simpson is that it be of high grade. Mr. Simpson will upgrade his 
collection with coins of higher grade when his criteria for eye appeal 
can also be met. As this is a constant work, the insight of a 
knowledgeable dealer is also strongly advised. Several times, Mr. 
Simpson has had to purchase intact collections to seek out individual 
pieces that improve his core collection. The sorting process and sale 
of duplicates is conducted with the aid of a professional numismatist. 

This most recent pattern acquisition has yielded a number of duplicate 
pieces for Mr. Simpson, and these will be sold off by Legend 
Numismatics. A number of these pieces would stand out as individual 










highlights in another collector's cabinet, but for reasons of grade, eye 
appeal, and uniformity, they don't fit in the Simpson core collection. 



click image to enlarge 


The final tenet of building a great 
collection is to have an end goal. 

Again, this can be discussed and 
cultivated with an advisor or 
mentor and can critically inform 
purchasing decisions. This will 
also take many forms to cater to 
the individual collector. Some 
seek to compete on the NGC 

Registry and to showcase their collections favorably alongside others. 
Others want to build a collection for eventual sale upon its completion 
or corresponding with their retirement. Mr. Simpson is very long-term 
focused and aspires to keep his collection intact indefinitely. For this 
he relies on NCS conservation to assure that his collectibles are stable 
and optimized for long-term collectability. Harmful residues and other 
contaminants are removed from his coins' surfaces when necessary, 
so that they may be maintained for future generations. He also relies 
on the NGC holder, the most thoroughly and rigorously tested holder 
in numismatics, to assure an ideal storage environment that 
simultaneously contributes to their visual display. 


The unparalleled scope of Mr. Simpson's collection also endows a 
unique responsibility. His collection becomes a resource for the 
numismatic community at large. It can inspire fellow collectors and 
become a cornerstone in building our numismatic knowledge. For this, 
one thing is needed: exposure. To make the contents of his collection 
known, Mr. Simpson will have it listed on the NGC Registry, an online 
tool for collectors to display their collections of certified coins. The 
collection will be online for viewing by anyone desiring to do so. Only a 
few years ago, such an opportunity would not be available, and now it 
is available to anyone with an internet connection. 


The lessons gleaned from the Simpson Collection are particularly 
poignant, because the collection strongly merits being examined in 
this critical way. Theses simple tenets should be internalized by every 
collector because they must be followed to build a truly great 
collection, regardless of size and value: 


1. Work with a trusted advisor, mentor, or group of advisors to give 








you a sounding board to review purchases, expand your 
knowledge and stay focused. 

2. Develop firm rules and structure for your collection. Buy coins 
that show off your preferences. 

3. Have an end goal that you seek to accomplish with your 
complete collection which gives it purpose. 

Phenomenal coin collections are built every day, making this hobby 
unique among collectibles. Feats that some thought could never be 
accomplished, such as the Simpson Collection of Patterns, prove that 
there is opportunity to accomplish great things in numismatics. What's 
more, the rules to follow are very accessible and apply equally to all 
collectors. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 


**£ PNG 


MA 0-SHOPS l/r/t;nc 

Collector Online Mall w 


catawiki view an > 


o © o© 


-iNCS 2-PMG yiCGC SCCS i-ASG" 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


= United States 




Sign In 


oaNGC 


® 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



World Coins Accepted For On- 
Site Grading At FUN Show In 
January 

Posted on 12/12/2007 


NGC World Coin Grader Ken Krah will be on-site at the Orlando FUN Show, 
January 9-11, 2008, to grade world coinage. 

NGC World Coin Grader Ken Krah will be joining the NGC on-site grading team at 
the FUN Show in Orlando. This will allow for the grading of world coins at the 
show in addition to U.S. coins always accepted for on-site service. 

On-site grading will be offered Wednesday, January 9 (during dealer setup) - 
Friday, January 11. Please check with NGC show representatives for daily 
submission cut-off times. The cost for World Coin on-site grading is the same as 
for U.S. coins. 


Please read below for complete details on the services offered during this show: 


Gold Special 

$50 per coin 

Gold coins valued $1,500 and under (5 coin 
minimum). 



Value Walkthrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued $1,500 and under. 



Walkthrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued $1,501 to $100,000. 




Coins are graded in lots on a first-come, first-serve basis. Please check with 
NGC representatives when your lot is ready. Most coins are returned within 
24 to 48 hours. 

Special Note: Due to the special handling required, NGC will not accept 

















submissions of the following coins at this show for on-site grading or 
regular service submissions to be returned to the NGC offices: 

Presidential Dollars, 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early Releases, U.S. Mint 
Coin Covers, Platinum 10th Anniversary Eagles 

These submissions must be sent to the NGC offices in Sarasota, FL by the 
submitter. 

Other on-site services offered: 


Expedite Walkthrough $150 per coin 

Guaranteed 4-hour turnaround, coins valued 
$100,000 and under. Coins are returned within 
four hours or regular show pricing applies. 


High-Value Walkthrough $200 per coin 

4-hour turnaround, coins valued $100,001 to 
$500,000. 


Unlimited Value Walkthrough $500 per coin 

4-hour turnaround, coins valued above 
$500,000. 
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New World Coin Fee Structure 
For Collectors Society and ANA 
Members 


Posted on 12/17/2007 

Starting January 1st, collectors of world coinage will have two new NGC tiers to 
meet their needs: High Value WalkThrough and World Modern. 

Effective January 1,2008, NGC will be implementing a new fee structure for its 
World Coin services including two new tiers: High Value WalkThrough and World 
Modern. 


The details on these new tiers along with updates to existing tiers are provided in 
the table below. NGC’s Designation Review, Reholder and Photo Proof services 
for World coins remain unchanged. 


Grading Tier 

Fee 

(per coin) 

Turnaround 

(Est.) 

Requirements 

High Value 
WalkThrough 

$250 

A.S.A.P. (usually same 
day) 

Occasionally extra 
research is required on 
more esoteric items 

All World Coins unlimited value. 

WalkThrough 

$125 

A.S.A.P. (usually same 
day) 

Occasionally extra 
research is required on 
more esoteric items 

World Coins valued at $50,000 or less. 

Express 

$50 

48 Flour turnaround 

All World Coins valued at $10,000 or 
less. 

Standard 

$32 

10 Working days 

All World Coins valued at $3,000 or less 
each. 

Gold 

$25 

5 Working days 

All World Gold. Maximum value $1,000. 
Five (5) coin minimum. 

Value 

$19 

10 Working days 

All World Coins valued at $300 or less. 
Five (5) coin minimum. 

World Modern 

$16.50 

10 Working days 

Regular issue World Coins struck after 

1970 valued at $1,000 or less. No 


patterns, die trials, etc. Five (5) coin 
minimum. 


For a complete listing of NGC Services please visit Services and Rates 




New World Coin Fee Structure for NGC Authorized Dealers: 


Effective January 1,2008, NGC will be implementing a new fee structure for some 
of its World Coin services. 

Dealers, please login to the Dealer Area of the NGC website for a complete listing 
of NGC Services and pricing information. If you do not already have a login, 
please contact Customer Service by calling 1.800.NGC.Coin 
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Finest Known Proof Barber Half 
Has Been Sold! 

Posted on 12/12/2007 

Rick Tomaska of R & I Coins recently sold the only Barber half graded in Proof 69 
Ultra Cameo by NGC. 

Rick Tomaska, owner of R & I Coins, has placed with a client 
the only Barber half graded in Proof 69 Ultra Cameo by 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation. Rarer than proof Morgan 
dollars in Proof 69, only four Barber halves have been 
certified in Proof 69 by NGC. This 1897 placed the lone 
Proof 69 to also earn the coveted NGC Ultra Cameo 
designation. By comparison, NGC has certified 16 Morgan 
dollars in Proof 69, five of which also earned the Ultra 
Cameo designation. 

In describing the coin, Rick Tomaska explains, “This coin is breathtaking. 
Obviously among the earliest strikes off one of the finest cameo proof dies in the 
series, it is almost a freak of nature that this coin, struck 110 years ago, has 
survived in this pristine, flawless state. It is easily the most spectacular proof 
Barber half I have seen or handled, and will always rank among the very elite U.S. 
silver proof type coins.” 
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BLANCHARD 

AMERICA'S RARE COIN & 
PRECIOUS METALS FIRM® 


Blanchard and 
Company 
specializes in 
the finest known 
rare coins. 



While the final sales price is confidential, it was in the six figures and is believed to 
be the first proof Barber half to realize this price level. 
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More on Cast Counterfeits 

Posted on 12/12/2007 

Skip Fazzari uses an example coin to illustrate how to detect cast counterfeits. 

This month, I’m going to continue writing on the topic of cast 
fakes. Since a picture is worth a thousand words, I’ll use a 
micrograph to illustrate some of the flaws to look for on the 
surface of a casting. The counterfeit I’ll use is not a very 
deceptive example; however, a genuine coin with a corroded 
surface may appear similar. 

Last time I wrote about making a mold from a genuine coin. 

During this step, if any tiny air bubbles become trapped 
between the coin and the mold material, they may be impressed into the mold, 
causing a round depression in its surface. At the same time, the bubble will 
prevent the mold material from touching the surface contour of the model and 
cause a defect in the mold. Then, at the time material is poured into the mold to 
form the cast piece, it will fill the hole left by the air bubble. This will leave a 
raised, round lump on the surface of the fake like the tiny lump seen in the claw of 
the eagle. 

Additionally, if any air bubbles are present in the metal going into the mold, they 
may work their way to the surface of the casting as it is cooling. These bubbles 
will prevent metal from filling in the design of the mold. At the place where this 
occurs, a round depression will be seen on the surface. Take a look at the shallow 
crater just above the “O” in Dollar and in line with the claw. Look closely as the 
depression blends into the surface. The dark hole above the claw is from damage. 
One way to differentiate damage and raised corrosion defects from casting 
depressions and pimples is to note the quality of the surface. Casting defects 
should have a similar surface as the rest of the cast — they blend in. Damage 
usually has a different color from the surface unless the coin is cleaned or toned. 



Chinese 
Modern 
Coin Price 
Guide 



Now available 
for Chinese 
Panda, Lunar and 
Unicorn coins. 


Try it today > 


Study the field of this cast closely and you will see hundreds and hundreds of 












microscopic craters. This is what gives some casts their “granular” look. One last 
thing, the micrograph was taken at ten power using a fluorescent bulb to show the 
coin’s surface in an even light. It would be hard to duplicate this view using just 
one eye and a magnifying glass unless the examination is made by an 
experienced numismatist. 
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Barber Coins — A Lifelong 
Addiction 


Posted on 12/12/2007 

Every time David Lange thinks he’s out, those compelling Barber coins pull him 
back in. Read the full story here. 

As a collector of coins and notes for more than 40 
years now, I’ve had the opportunity and inclination to 
collect in almost every field of United States and world 
numismatics. As my passion for each new area peaks 
and then ultimately fades, these collections are sold 
and the money re-channeled into some new series or 
country. Though the objects themselves now belong to 
others, I retain the knowledge acquired along the way, 
and my numismatic library continues to grow. 

Throughout all this building and dispersing of 
collections, however, one area of collecting keeps 
drawing me back — the silver coins created by Charles Barber and coined 1892- 
1916. 

There is something compelling about the dimes, quarters, and halves of these 
years that I always find fascinating regardless of grade or individual rarity. I’ve 
assembled and sold multiple partial sets of each denomination at various grade 
levels, never actually completing one, though I’ve come very close with the half 
dollars. It always seems that I change directions in my collecting interest before 
making the commitment of dollars and time needed to finish. I’m once again 
building sets of all three Barber series, but the astonishing price advances for key- 
date coins over the past four or five years has made it unlikely that I’ll ever own a 
1901-S quarter dollar. Nevertheless, I still keep plugging away at this set knowing 
full well that I’m not going to fill that last hole in the album. 

The first set of Barber coins that I attempted to complete in my early teens was 










the half dollar series. Drawn to this coin’s impressive size, as well as its 
attractiveness even when quite worn, I started out to assemble a set in full-rim 
Good condition. As this set progressed, however, my purchases gradually crept 
up in grade to G-VG (G-6 as it is now known), then Fine-12, then F-15 and finally 
VF-20. I would routinely trade in my lower grade coins at the same coin shop 
supplying me with the better pieces. As I began getting odd jobs and making 
some money, I finally settled on the grade of VF-XF (VF-30 in modern terms). I 
should have stayed with this grade, as I had nearly completed the set when I 
made the mistake of buying a couple pieces in Extremely Fine condition. These 
were quite appealing to me but, at their price then of $40 or so, they were too 
expensive for me to go on with the series at this level. I ultimately became 
frustrated and sold this nearly completed set. The same scenario unfolded again 
more than once, as I repeatedly flirted with the Barber series between other 
collecting experiences. 

In adulthood, I decided that the time was right to assemble all three Barber series 
again in Choice About Uncirculated condition (AU-58). It was shortly thereafter 
that the Barber Coin Collectors Club was founded, and I became member #4, 
being quite active in the club during its formative period. After a few years, I’d 
made it about halfway through my “slider” sets when I was again drawn to an 
entirely unrelated area of numismatics, for which these Barbers soon became a 
source of funds. 

I’m once more on the Barber trail, but my current target grades are Fine through 
Very Fine. Such coins have enough detail to be attractive to collectors, yet they 
are not so expensive as to distract from other aspects of life. Despite my being a 
full-time numismatist who attends nearly every major coin show in the country, it’s 
not easy to find the right coins. My duties with NGC demand that I be at the 
company’s booth nearly all the time, though I’m sometimes able to slip away for 
an hour or so during dealer set-up and then again after we’ve packed up for 
home. 

Even with this limitation, since commencing my current sets about six years ago 
I’ve been able to fill most of the holes in the half dollar and quarter sets with eye- 
appealing coins, though the dime set is lagging a bit. I seek only problem-free 
original pieces, and by that, I mean coins that have not been damaged or cleaned 
and have natural, matching patinas. This is not so difficult for low-grade pieces 
(let’s say, About Good through Very Good), but it is extremely challenging for ones 
falling into the most popular collector grades of Fine, Very Fine, and Extremely 
Fine. Such coins are always on collectors’ want lists, and dealers have a very 
difficult time keeping them in stock. 



I’ve acquired a number of pieces that are only VG-10, but these appealed to me 
because of exceptional color and contrast that made them look good alongside 
the higher grade examples in my sets. Assembling a matched set of coins, 
whatever the selected grade range, is very desirable in making the collection 
more attractive to you now and to potential buyers down the road. This can be 
very difficult with the three Barber series, as the pre-1900 issues are seldom 
found without signs of harsh cleaning or damage of some sort. The halves seem 
to have survived in greater numbers in their natural state, but the dimes and 
quarters of these years are extremely difficult to find in mid grades with natural 
color and no problems. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,”appears monthly in Numismatist, 
the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 


PNG 


ph»/ MA* iHOPS 

Collector Online Mall 


SIXBID.COM 


View All > 


o © o© 


-iNCS 4.PMG yiCGC SCCS SASG' Sap-- 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


= United States 





Sign In 


oaNGC 


® 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



The Year in Review 


Posted on 12/12/2007 

Jay Turner revisits the highs and lows of an unforgettable numismatic year. 

As 2007 comes to an end, we can reflect on another active and interesting year 
for modern coinage. As many popular series continued and new, well-received 
series began, all seemed to be hopeful for another fruitful year. We saw some 
dynamics and trends that led to changes in the market that will make 2007 a year 
not to be forgotten in numismatics. 

The start of 2007 was buoyed by many highly lauded 2006 issues that were 
released late in the previous calendar year. The 20th Anniversary eagle sets and 

2006 W uncirculated bullion coinage were still being shipped in January 2007, and 
these very popular releases caused a surge in modern coin popularity. The new 

2007 American Eagles were in demand, just as in prior years. Series such as 
Eagles and Buffalo bullion coinage continued to be the focus for many active 
collectors. 

New issues of 2007 contributed yet more to the modern coin marketplace. A 
series of circulating dollar coins featuring each of the Presidents in the order they 
served began in January 2007. These coins were unique in US history by 
including critical elements such as the date and mintmark on the edges, as well as 
the mottos IN GOD WE TRUST and E PLURIBUS UNUM. The discovery of 2007 
Washington Presidential Dollars, the first coin in the series, without the edge 
lettering “IN GOD WE TRUST,” led to national news stories about the scandal of a 
“godless” coin. Collectors and the general public were enthusiastically searching 
through rolls looking for the errors. Unfortunately, altered coinage also started 
appearing to deceive collectors, making third-party certification necessary. NGC 
graded 35,000 of the Missing Edge Lettering George Washington Dollars. 

The popularity of the new dollar coin continued with the Adams dollar and the 
discovery of thousands of doubled-edge lettered dollars and thousands of plain- 
edge errors. These events stirred incredible interest in the Presidential Dollar 



series and made it a hot collectible from the beginning. 


There were, however, considerably less popular releases in 2007, including the 
Jamestown 400th Anniversary commemoratives and the Little Rock 
Desegregation commemoratives. In many past years, the “hot” commemoratives 
such as the Marines Dollar and Ben Franklin Dollars sold out earlier in the year. 
This year’s commems failed to spark strong collector interest and were available 
for sale until the final weeks of December 2007. Significant increases in the price 
of precious metals also forced the United States Mint to raise prices for several 
perennials, notably the American Eagles. Although final numbers are not yet 
available, from all appearances, sales figures of gold and platinum Eagles are off 
by over 20% from last year. 

Another interesting modern coin story of 2007 is the First Spouse series gold 
coinage. The series was originally planned to be a four-coin set, but sold out 
through subscription programs before the coins were available for sale. This 
prompted the United States Mint to end the subscription program for spouse 
coinage and move to offering the coins individually. Because of widespread 
market speculation, the Martha Washington and Abigail Adams were released first 
on June 19, 2007 and were the quickest sell-outs the United States Mint had ever 
seen. This was quite surprising given the purchase limit of just five per household. 

The Jefferson Spouse coin released on August 30, 2007 was a similar success. It 
sold out in one day with an order limit of one per household! The popularity of this 
coin, however, derives from its design, which on the obverse shows a reprieve of 
Robert Scot’s Draped Bust Liberty Half Cent from the time of Jefferson’s 
presidency. (He was not married while in the White House). The fourth coin in the 
series, Dolley Madison, still has not sold out. One possible cause of the 
diminished interest may be price sensitivity. Prices for the Dolley Madison coin are 
$99 higher per coin than the earlier issues, owing to the increase in gold. With two 
Liberty issues in the series in 2008 — Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren 
were both widowers during their presidencies — the series may show a big 
rebound in popularity. For now, the jury remains out on whether the First Spouse 
series is a success of 2007. 

The most compelling story of 2007 might prove to be the Mint Set. It swelled to 28 
coins! Included are a cent, nickel, dime, half dollar, five States Quarters, four 
Presidential Dollars, and a Sacagawea Dollar from both the Denver and 
Philadelphia Mints. This hefty set is by far the largest in recent memory. It will be 
interesting to note in forthcoming sales figures how this mammoth set fared with 
collectors, especially since future sets will be just as large. 



Of course, 2007 is not over yet. The last product of the year from the United 
States Mint is a 10th Anniversary Set for Platinum Eagles. The two-coin set 
containing a half-ounce proof and a half-ounce reverse proof Platinum Eagles has 
been anticipated by many all year. Although with a mintage of 30,000, which is 
high for platinum coinage, it will again be up to collectors to determine the set’s 
popularity. The order limit is just one-per-household, which again can slow the 
sales process. 

2007 has been an interesting year for modern coinage with such high collector 
demand for new series. However, with the low points for moderns this year, 
including high bullion prices and limited collector interest in some new issues, 
many are less than hopeful about the future. It will ultimately be up to collectors to 
decide how modern coinage will fare in 2008 and the years to follow. With 
promising new commemoratives, the end to the State Quarter program, more 
Presidential Dollars, and the possibility of fractional Buffalo gold issues, the 
decisions made by collectors will have an especially huge impact on modern 
coinage to come. 
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Year Winds Down On Hot 
Streak 


Posted on 12/12/2007 

With the economy facing an insecure future, properly graded numismatic coins 
can help offset the dwindling value of the dollar and lead most venues in 
protecting your assets. 

A guest article from NumisMedia 

Looking at the value of the U.S. Dollar, the price of oil, the housing market, along 
with several other obvious indicators, it is likely that the bullion market will 
continue a path toward higher levels. Even if it does not move drastically higher as 
many analysts predict, the coin market should continue to lead most venues for 
the protection of your assets. With the economy facing a very insecure future, 
properly graded numismatic coins is the place to offset some of the dwindling 
value of the dollar. 

This is not the early 1980's, there is no frenzy yet, but astute buyers are looking 
for specific rare coins to add to their holdings for future benefit. Over the past year 
we have brought to your attention many areas of numismatics that appear to be 
very solid potential acquisitions for the long term collector. Many of these series 
continue to be of utmost importance to market makers and their collector clients. 
The problem dealers are facing is not whether their clients are convinced to buy 
many of these early issues, it is locating enough of these coins to satisfy the 
current demand. When you look around the country and see the many thousands 
of collectors looking for the same type of coins, quality coins with potential, it 
becomes obvious that not everyone can acquire all the coins they want at current 
levels. Based on today's demand, the FMV is sure to rise over the next year 
because supplies are not near enough to make a dent in the millions of dollars 
waiting to be spent on truly rare coins. 

The reason dealers feel the market for true rarities will continue to move higher is 




a matter of recent history. This past year we have seen the FMV rise substantially 
on hundreds, maybe thousands of early rarities, but successful buyers are a small 
percentage of those actually pursuing these coins. Since the beginning of the year 
we have seen the FMV advance for Early Gold ($2 1/2, $5, & $10) at a rate of 
between 10% to 30% depending on the specific date and grade of the issue. 
Below is a list of dates and how much they have advanced since the January 
2007 Price Guide. 


Date 

Grade 

January FMV 

December FMV 

$2 V 2 Gold 




1796 No Stars 

AU50 

$90,630 

$115,630 

1796 No Stars 

MS60 

$190,630 

$220,630 

1805 

MS60 

$26,880 

$34,060 

1807 

MS60 

$26,250 

$34,060 

$5 Gold 




1795 Heraldic 

AU50 

$45,630 

$56,250 

1797 15 Stars 

AU50 

$65,630 

$85,630 

1799 

MS63 

$43,130 

$66,880 

1800 

MS64 

$50,380 

$61,750 

$10 Gold 




1795 9 Leaves 

AU50 

$116,880 

$137,500 

1795 13 Leaves 

MS63 

$260,000 

$303,550 

1797 Heraldic 

MS62 

$78,000 

$92,950 

1799 

MS64 

$97,500 

$121,550 


What is very interesting about this area of the market is dealers tell us they could 
sell every coin they could get a hold of at current FMV levels. The obstacle is that 
potential sellers usually want about 20% more than the listed FMV for most of 
these coins. 

Bust Half Dollars remain a high priority with dealers and collectors. Keep in mind, 
they want nice original coins with no distracting marks; toning is okay as long as it 
is attractive toning. Dark or ugly toning may bring hefty discounts of the current 
FMV. However, super eye appeal coins will command premiums in auctions and 
the competition is quite fierce. Since the beginning of the year the common Type 
coins have moved dramatically in nearly all grades. The following is a list of 
grades and the current FMV compared to the first of the year. 


Bust Halves January FMV December FMV 



AU50 

$265 

$372 

AU53 

$280 

$420 

AU55 

$330 

$410 

AU58 

$690 

$680 

MS60 

$810 

$1,080 

MS63 

$1,620 

$2,310 

MS64 

$3,310 

$4,030 

MS65 

$8,030 

$9,060 

MS66 

$12,310 

$13,130 


Comparing the Reeded Edge Halves we see even more inspiring results. The 
MS60 was $840 and now it has an FMV of $1,140; the MS63 was $2,090 against 
a current FMV of $2,530; the MS64 was $4,810 and has moved to a higher 
$5,590 FMV. The MS65 climbed over $2,000 in less than a year and now stands 
at $13,310. 

Just about every series in the Classic era prior to 1900 has a multitude of issues 
with FMV advances that can challenge these immense statistics. It is for the 
individual collector to study and compare their favorite issues. In addition, it is 
quite important to research the number of coins that NGC and PCGS have 
certified in each grade to help determine where potential lies. One of the more 
exciting areas of today's market can be found in Morgan Dollars. The advanced 
collector may develop a love for Deep Mirror Proof Likes and the higher the grade 
the tougher the search for coins that make the grade. Not only do the coins have 
to qualify with a numerical grade, they also have to have the look that matches 
other coins within the collector's set. There may be five coins certified in a specific 
grade but the added characteristics can be even more important than such grade. 
The contrast, the depth of the mirror, the eye appeal, and specific marks that 
detract from eye appeal help in the final selection process. This is definitely an 
area where the expression, "not all coins are identical" hits the very heart of 
collecting. 

Several of the high grade Deep Mirror Proof Like Morgan Dollars have advanced 
markedly since the first of the year. The 1878 S in MS66 had an FMV of $19,060 
in January and now rests at an incredible $24,810. This is a fairly common date in 
Mint State but obviously quite rare in DMPL MS65 and higher. The 1880 is also 
very tough in MS66; it has increased from $25,000 to a current $29,380. Even 
some of the rare date issues have jumped substantially since the first of the year. 
The 1889 S in MS66 was $34,380, but has moved to $43,130. Due to a very low 
census for most of the true rarities in the highest grades, these coins may set new 
record prices every time they are offered in a major auction. Buyers know they 



have to be very aggressive in order to be the next owner of these gems. 


Seated and Trade Dollars have also been in strong demand over the past year. 
Nearly every grade has increased and the demand continues for most dates. 
Based on current market conditions the outlook for 2008 should be as good as or 
better than this year. We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you best 
wishes for a happy holiday season and a healthy new year. 

This article is a guest article written by: 


The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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